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Dear friends,

with 4 host countries and 24 participating feams, CEV EuroVolley 2019
Men is literally breaking new ground for our sport.

The format of the continental showpiece event reflects our vision to
provide opportunities fo as many as possible of our stakeholders and
members of the Volleyball family. Moreover, it accounts for a fruly
unprecedented show, which will be taking place on the court through
the actions of the best players in Europe, and off the court as well —
with entertainment and tfechnology helping us deliver a truly unique
experience for the fans at the venues and following the competition
from home.

CEV EuroVolley 2019 Men also reflects the wish of our Confederation
to take and play a leading role in the event delivery together with the
hosting National Federations — working hand in hand as members of
the very same team.

Message from

the CEV president

We are grateful for the help and support provided by the respective
naftional authorities, as they have understood our wish to use
EuroVolley as a platform for the growth of the game at all levels -
and as a highlight to inspire the next generation of Volleyball players.

| am confident that EuroVolley 2019 will live up fo everyone'’s
expectations and that it will spark a true Volleyball fever, with the
nine host cities spread across France, Belgium, Slovenia and the
Netherlands as the shining spots of our Volleyball map for the coming
weeks.

| wish all teams the best of luck and much fun to all fans,

Aleksandar BORICIC
CEV President



France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands

volley @

Message from
the President of the
French Volleyball Federation

Dear Volleyball friends,

It is a great honour and pleasure to welcome EuroVolley 2019 as it shows France’s commitment towards the development and the promotion of
Volleyball in Europe.

| would like to thank the CEV and their President Aleksandar Boricié for the trust put in our ability to welcome such a historic event along with
our friends from Belgium, Slovenia and the Netherlands.

It is a great opportunity for France to emphasise the fans’ love for Volleyball while spreading a spirit of friendship and fair play.

| would like to thank all our partners, and more specifically our host cities and local authorities from Montpellier, Nantes and Paris. Finally, |
would like to commend our volunteers as well. Their commitment as well as the teams’ on the court will undoubtedly provide the experience of

a lifetime for all involved!

Eric Tanquy
President of the French Volleyball Federation



Dear Volleyball friends,

We are very proud and honoured to host the CEV EuroVolley
2019 Men in Belgium.

Playing host fo a championship at the highest level in the
world is a real recognition of Belgium as organiser of
prestigious Volleyball events. We have a great experience in
the organisation and delivery of this kind of major events,
always very appreciated by the participants.

As organising country, we have the pleasure to welcome
two top teams in our country: with Serbia and Germany, our
national team, the Red Dragons, has strong opponents in
Pool B.

Without a strong support from our Flemish Government and
Sport. Vlaanderen, the Belgium Olympic Committee (BOIC),
the host cities of Brussels and Antwerp, Ethias, Top Volley
Belgium and all our partners and volunteers, it would not be

VOLLEYBAL
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Message from
the President of the

Belgian Volleyball Federation

possible for us to host this amazing event.

On behalf of Volley Belgium, | wish to all participants
unforgettable moments in our Belgian host cities and above
all, to feel the satisfaction resulting from belonging to the
great international Volleyball family.

Sincerely yours,

Guy Juwet
President of Volley Belgium



ODBOJKARSKA ZVEZA SLOVENLE
VOLLEYBALL FEDERATION OF SLOVENIA

Message from
the President of the
Slovenian Volleyball Federation

Dear Participants,

As the President of the Volleyball Federation of Slovenigq, it is with great pleasure that | welcome you to the CEV EuroVolley 2019 Men in
Ljubljana. We are honoured that we will be hosting the European Volleyball elite in Slovenia for the first time.

Together with my coworkers, colleagues, and the whole Slovenian nation | am looking forward to some great volleyball action which will be
delivered around a unique atmosphere in beautiful Arena Stozice.

| wish the best of luck to all the teams and a pleasant stay in our lively green capital.

Metod Ropret
President of the Volleyball Federation of Slovenia



France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands

&~

Message from
the President of the
Dutch Volleyball Federation

Dear Volleyball fans,

Togetherwith Belgium, France and Sloveniawe proudly presentyouthe 31stedition ofthe CEV Volleyball European Championship
for Men! In the Netherlands, we cherish good memories on hosting continental championships. For the last men’s edition, we
go back to 1997. In Eindhoven, our heroes in orange defeated the former Yugoslavia in the final and thus became European
champions for the very first time in history. Back in 2015, our women’s national team conquered the silver medal in a sold-out,

incredibly atmospheric Rotterdam Ahoy.

Yes, we Dutch fans know how to build a good Volleyball party. | wish you an incredible time participating in that!

Peter Sprenger
President of the Dutch Volleyball Federation
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Pool A
France

Bulgaria - France - Greece - Italy - Portugal - Romania

All info and tickets:
https://eurovolley.cev.eu

#EuroVolleyM
#\WeAreEuroVolley
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Bulgaria

Bulgaria competed in the first Olympic fournament at Tokyo 1964, finishing fifth. They took the silver medal at Moscow 1980 and came
joint-fifth again at Beijing 2008, before securing a fourth place at London 2012.

In their first appearance in the World Championship in 1949, they won the bronze medal, a feat they repeated in 1952, before climbing to

silver in 1970. They won two more bronze medals in 1986 and 2006. In addition, they have one bronze from the 2007 FIVB World Cup, as
well as four bronze and a silver at the European Championship.

Historically, Bulgaria have a strong track record and they have been reqular participants in
the World League since 1994, when they finished fourth - a position they held four more times since (2004, 2006, 2012 and 2013).

Their 2018 record included an 11th place in the inaugural FIVB Volleyball Nations League on a 6-9 record, followed by 11th place in the
FIVB World Championship, which they co-hosted together with Italy. They finished 12th in the last edition of the VNL.

France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands




Pool A

Bulgaria
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Head Coach: PRANDI Silvano

France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands
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After an utterly amazing performance in 2015 when they captured the 2015 FIVB Volleyball World League title with an impressive sweep
of their Group 2 matches and an even more striking appearance in the Group 1 Final Six in Rio de Janeiro, Team France capped their
brilliant 2015 season with another gold medal at the European Championship in Sofia.

It was the first-ever European title of the national team even though they had been several times on the podium before, with silverin 1948,
1987, 2003 and 2009 and bronze medals captured in 1951 and 1985.

Since 2015, France have never left the podium of major international competitions, with the only exception of the Rio 2016 Olympics,
winning a bronze medal in 2016 and gold again in 2017 from the FIVB World Leaqgue.

Last year, France were top contenders again at the inaugural FIVB Volleyball Nations League, but after an incredible run finally fell to
Russia in the gold medal match which they hosted at home in Lille.

Benjamin Toniutti, feam captain of France: “We have always had a lot of fun playing at home in
recent years, because the arenas are full and the support of the fans has been just great every
time. We are anxiously waiting this EuroVolley, which will be an incredibly tough competition

with most of the best teams of the world.” France, Slovenia

Belgium, The Netherlands




Pool A

France
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Head Coach: TILLIE Laurent

France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands



Greece
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Since 1948, when the first-ever European Championship took place in Rome, Greece have participated 15 times in the final stage of
H#EuroVolleyM. The men’s national team returns to the championship for the first time since 2009 and securing 8th place in Izmir. Its first
appearance in a European Championship came in 1967 in Istanbul, where it fook the 20th place. Greece’s best result is the bronze medal
they claimed in 1987 in Gent, Belgium.

The coach who led the Greek team to the final phase of the European Championship after four missed opportunities, is Dimitrios
Andreopoulos, who was a member of the legendary team that seized the bronze medal in 1987. Since May 2018, when Andreopoulos took
over the reins of the team, he has taken his side to the bronze medal from the Mediterranean Games in Tarragona, to six straight wins in
the EuroVolley qualifiers and to the final of the European Silver Leagque in June 2019.

“We are very pleased about being one of the 24 teams that participate in the European
Championship. Our opponents in the pool are extremely strong and their players are of high
level. Our main goal is to fight for every point and give our best. Since May 2018, when | took over
the Greek national feam, | see my players playing with great enthusiasm in order to contribute
to the results of the group and that is what | expect from them and myself in Montpellier as
well,” said Andreopoulos.

France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands




Pool A

Greece
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PAPALEXIOU Georgios Middle-blocker 28/8/1999

Head Coach: ANDREOPQULOS Dimitrios

France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands
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Team Italy will compete at EuroVolley 2019 after an already very busy season, including the Olympic qualifying tournament in Bari (9-11
August). However, a European Championship always has a special value, for the prestige of the participating teams and consequently of
the whole event as well. Italy, who have a truly impressive record in this competition, with six titles (1989, 1993, 1995, 1999, 2003, and 2005),
four silver medals and three bronzes to their name, will surely have the intention to leave their mark on the competition once more.

lvan Zaytsev, feam captain: “The European Championship is a tournament that we care a lot about, also because historically Italy has
always done well and therefore we want to continue with this trend. The current season sees us involved in many important events; we
will have to remain focused in order to be always ready to perform to the best of our abilities. However, the group is united and pursuing
the same goal, so we have to be confident.”

France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands




Pool A

Italy
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Head Coach: BLENGINI Gianlorenzo

France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands



Portugal

Portugal have competed in the FIVB World Championship only twice - their best result an 8th place in 2002. They have yet to qualify
for an Olympic Games. Their best ever ranking in the European Championship remains a fourth place from the inaugural edition of 1948
amongst six participants in a round-robin pool. Last time Portugal qualified to a European Championship was in 2011. In 2007, Portugal
hosted the Final Four of the European League and the team came close to claiming a first intfernational trophy before losing 2-3 in a
dramatic final against Spain. They finally managed to claim their first title three years later, when they beat rivals Spain in the final of
the European Leaque at Guadalajara. The Portuguese first qualified for the World League in 1999. The team’s best performance in the
competition was the fifth place they achieved in 2005. Most recently, Portugal won the 2018 Challenger Cup that granted them a place
in this year’s edition of the FIVB Volleyball Nations Leaqgue.

Alexandre Ferreira,team captainof Portugal:“Ithinkwe should go to the European Championship
thinking match by match! Ours is a very difficult pool, but | think we can move on to the 8th
Finals. We knew from the beginning that the qualification was within our reach. It was a sort
of pressure that we put on ourselves and our mission was successful! It had a special taste for
the group itself. | think we have reached a good level and stability! This makes it worth all the
efforts and all the ‘failed’ attempts of the last few years.”

France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands




Pool A

Portuqal
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Head Coach: SILVA Hugo

Belgium, The Netherlands

| France, Slovenia



Romania
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The Romanian men’s Volleyball team has a great history. Back in 1963, Romania claimed their only continental title to this date when
the event took place in Bucharest. Their last medal from the European Championship came in 1977, when Romania won bronze in
Finland. However, Romania’s moment of real glory came at the 1980 Olympics in Moscow, when they beat Poland 3-1 in the bronze
medal match. Romania return to compete at EuroVolley for the first time in 25 years.

Laurentiu Lica, captain of Romania: “For us the days until the start of the European Championship are the longest ones in our lives.
After winning the European Silver Leaque, our confidence has grown to the next level. EuroVolley will be our mostimportant challenge.
We beat Greece two times in the European Leaque, and | think we can repeat those matches in Montpellier. Now | believe in our
chances to qualify among the top four feams from our pool more than | did three months ago. After a short holiday, we came back
for the preparations and if all the boys remain healthy and stay injury-free, the Romanian team competing in France will be stronger
than the one you saw in the Silver League. EuroVolley 2019 can be a fresh new start for

Romania’s national team.”

France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands




Pool A

Romania
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Head Coach: PASCU Danut

France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands



Earvin Ngapeth

Earvin Ngapeth is incontestably the superstar of the French national team. He is capable of
offensive and defensive actions that nobody else can make, like the incredible match point from
the EuroVolley 2015 Final against Slovenia, which has become his signature move.

He started playing football as a kid in Fréjus (where he played with current Paris Saint Germain
star Layvin Kurzawa) before moving to Poitiers with his father Eric who was a great player of the
French national feam back in the 80’s together with current coach Laurent Tillie. This is when and
where Earvin switched to Volleyball and his great skills made him contest his first professional
game in Tours at the age of 17!

He has played for some of the best clubs in Europe, including those from Cuneo, Modena (where
he claimed the national league, national cup and Supercup titles in 2016), and in 2018 he joined
the six-time CEV Champions League winners, Zenit KAZAN of Russia. A 2015 European champion
and gold medal winner from the 2015 and 2017 editions of the FIVB World League, Ngapeth
claimed U19 European crowns in 2007 and 2009 as well as the U20 ftitle in 2008, receiving the
MVP award at a number of such competitions as well.

“We are excited to welcome this EuroVolley! The French women'’s handball national team showed
us the way when they claimed the European title at home last year and we want to live the same
experience on home soil! We cannot afford to fail. We really want to share our 2015 experience
with our fans. Montpellier is a place where we like o play because many of us have grown and
trained there, since it is a Volleyball city. Nantes will provide us with the opportunity to discover
something new and Paris is just the icing on the cake for the Finals,” says Earvin.

All info and tickets:
https://eurovolley.ceveu

#EuroVolleyM
#\WeAreEuroVolley
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Pool B
Belgium

Austria - Belgium - Germany -
Serbia - Slovakia - Spain

All info and tickets:
https://eurovolley.ceveu

#EuroVolleyM
#\WeAreEuroVolley
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Austria made it fo the Final Round of EuroVolley for the first time through qualification and for the eighth time overall. Their best result in
the competition was an eighth place when they hosted the event in 1999, They were co-hosts (with the Czech Republic) of the European
Championship in 2011, but only finished 16th afterlosing all of their matches. Austria’s national team is a reqular participant of the European
Leaque, with their best result in the competition a third place in 2016. The following year they participated in the 2017 FIVB World League
Group 3 and were able to surprise with victories over Germany and Mexico. It was Austria’s first exposure to world Volleyball since their
last participation in the FIVB World Championship in 1962.

Head coach Michael Warm’s team finished their 2019 European Silver League campaign in third place with a 5-1 win-loss record, missing
the final by just one set. Austria’s stars Alexander Berger and Paul Buchegger made their comebacks to the national team after long
breaks due fo injury.

German 51-year-old Michael Warm started coaching the men’s national feam of Austria in 2010: “My team had to overcome some hurdles
in the past few years to chase a spot at the EuroVolley for the first time through the qualifiers. In Belgium, we have to prove ourselves
aqgainst very tough opponents. It is about trying everything to reach the knockout stage. We are looking forward to celebrating the next
milestone in Austria’s Volleyball history.”

Austria’s tfeam captain Peter Wohlfahrtstatter: “For me coming back to Belgium is very
special. | was under contract with Topvolley ANTWERP for two seasons some years ago.
We are going to face extraordinary opponents. Serbia are the strongest feam in Pool B.
| think for us, it is possible to progress from the group stage and to claim a spot in the
Round of 16.”

France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands




Pool B

Austria
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Head Coach: WARM Michael

France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands




This EuroVolley will be Belgium’s 16th participation in the continental showpiece event — and the fifth in a row. Belgium achieved their best
result to date at the previous EuroVolley hosted by Poland. With a historic fourth place from the 2017 edition, the team is looking to maintain
their high quality of playing and to confirm they belong to the top of European Volleyball. Besides that, the ‘Red Dragons’ finished tenth
at the last World Championship, an unprecedented feat in that competition. During the European Golden Leaque, head coach Brecht Van
Kerckhove chose to give some new and young players a chance to taste what it feels to be playing for the Red Dragons. With EuroVolley,
the more experienced players are back again after enjoying some rest. Belgium currently sit in seventh and 12th place in the latest CEV
and FIVB rankings, respectively.

Sam Deroo, captain of Belgium: “We are very excited to host and welcome other nations from
across Europe to our stunning venues. EuroVolley is a major event and the whole of Belgium is
proud to be a part of it. Pool B will be full of hard games so we can expect a lot of tension and
excitement on court. The whole team is highly motivated to show our best level for our home
fans.”

France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands




Pool B

Belqium

Shirt
No

Surname and Name Position Date of Birth V‘(’t;i;‘f Height

(cm)

VAN DEN DRIES Bram Opposite 14/8/1989

DEROO Sam (c) Outside-spiker 29/4/1992

GROBELNY Igor Oskar Ouftside-spiker 8/6/1993

VAN DE VELDE Arno Middle-blocker 30/12/1995

RIBBENS Jelle Libero 17/3/1992

VALKIERS Matthias Setter 8/4/1990

- ROUSSEAUX Tomas Outside-spiker 31/3/1994 “-

BAETENS Seppe Ouftside-spiker 13/2/1989

22 COOLMAN Pieter Middle-blocker 24/4/1989

Head Coach: VAN KERCKHOVE Brecht

Belgium, The Netherlands

| France, Slovenia



Germany

Germany have made two appearances at the Olympic Games so far, finishing ninth in Beijing in 2008 and fifth at London 2012. Before
reunification, the former East Germany had finished 4th in Mexico City 1968 followed by the silver medal they won in Munich 1972. The
former East Germany were crowned world champions in 1970 and clinched the FIVB World Cup title a year earlier.

Germany had one of their most successful periods in the last years, finishing fifth at the Olympic Games in London and winning two
medals at the World Championship 2014 in Poland (bronze) as well as at the European Championship 2017 (silver). Germany claimed gold
af the inaugural European Games held in Baku in 2015 as well.

Andrea Giani, coach of Germany: “We are the current vice-European champions, so the expectations are high. We will go to EuroVolley
with a lot of confidence, but also with humility. Of course, we will play in a very tough group, but the European Championship is the most
important fournament in 2019. Our sense of anticipation is enormous.”

France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands




Pool B

Germany

Sh|r1' Surname and Name Position Date of Birth Weight  Height
(kgs) (cm)

I T S e W I
I T TS B B A
[ o | aww | e | e
N R [ I N A
K CE R S T R
K EE S TS e B
I [ R TR B R A
K TS [ e B R
e [ o | ww [ w [

Head Coach: GIANI Andrea

Belgium, The Netherlands

| France, Slovenia



The men’s senior national team of Serbia (formerly Yugoslavia, Serbia and Montenegro) have featured in 26 editions of the European
Championship — out of 30 held this far since 1948. Serbia did not participate only in 1948, 1950, 1983, and 1993. The national team of
Serbia have an impressive record of 11 medals this far, including two gold (2001 and 2011), one silver (1997) and eight bronze (1975, 1979,

1995, 1999, 2005, 2007, 2013 and 2017). Serbia have played 190 matches at the European Championship, recording 105 wins and 85 losses
in the process.

Slobodan Kovac¢, head coach: “It really sounds great to hear your name associated with the position of the head coach of the Serbian
Volleyball team. There is a lot of history here. However, it is a great responsibility as well and | am obliged to continue the good work
of my predecessors. It will not be easy, for sure, but we possess quality in the team, and the atmosphere is great. We have had several
friendly matches before the start of the European Championship to see where we stand. | have worked with some players, some of them
| still had to be acquainted with, but the major obstacle in this process has been the way of
communicating my thoughts, because every coach has different manners of speaking and
conducting the fraining process. Therefore, they have had to get familiar with my style, and |

have had to find a way of presenting my ideas to them in a suitable fashion.” France, Slovenia

Belgium, The Netherlands




Pool B

Serbia
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Head Coach: KOVAC Slobodan

France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands




Slovakia

Since the breakup of the former Czechoslovakia in 1993, Slovakia have not competed at a World Championship or Olympic Games, but
they have been reqular competitors in continental tournaments. They won the CEV European League fwice in 2008 and 2011. Their best
finish at the European Championship was a fifth place in 2011. This year they will make their 10th appearance at EuroVolley. The team
competed also in the FIVB World League from 2014 - 2017. Head coach of the team is former star player Andrej Kravdrik, who has been
at the helm of the group since June 2017.

Andrej Kravdrik, coach of Slovakia: “We know what is at stake this autumn. Our goal at EuroVolley is to be successful and we will fry to
advance from the pool. Some of our key players fook a bit of rest to recharge the batteries after a long club season and they did not
participate in the European Golden Leaque, but we will be in full power for EuroVolley. We need to focus from the very start of our pool
in Belgium.”

Tomds Krisko, captain of Slovakia: “We are looking forward to EuroVolley; our goal will be to advance from the pool to the later stages. It
will be definitely a major highlight for all of us and | hope that we will be successful. Our group
is fine; we need to be concentrated from the start, because the first two matches against Spain
and Austria will probably be the most important ones. It will me my second EuroVolley, but the

first as a captain. | feel the honour, but on the other hand, it is a big responsibility as well.” France, Slovenia

Belgium, The Netherlands




Pool B

Slovakia
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Head Coach: KRAVARIK Andrej

France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands
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Spain’s goal is to reqain their status on the international stage. After a glorious past, including a historic gold medal from the 2007 edition
of the European Championship in Moscow, the Red Lynxes experienced an important generational change and they are now starting
to reap the fruits of their hard work. Spain have featured nine times in the Final Round of the European Championship, three times at
the World Championship and twice at the Olympic Games. Spain returned to compete at EuroVolley in 2017, doing so after six years
of absence. EuroVolley 2019 should further cement their comeback to the international elite after they finished the FIVB World League
Group 3 in second place in 2017 and their silver-medal winning performance at the Mediterranean Games last year.

Jorge Ferndndez, captain of Spain: “We will fravel to EuroVolley with great enthusiasm and the ambition to continue improving as a
team. We are in a strong group with big teams, but | think we can fight for the victory with each of them. The main goal of my team has
to be to play each game to the maximum and try to achieve the qualification for the next round, which would be a further step in our
goal of being closer to the best teams, and an improvement from the previous European
Championship. If we qualify for the knockout round, we do not have to settle for that and

we have fo fight fo get as far as possible, being aware of the difficulty of the task, but
without ruling anything out.”

France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands




Pool B

Spain

Shirt Surname and Name Position Date of Birth Weight  Height

N (kgs) (cm)

COLITO Augusto Renato Opposite 23/1/1997

RODRIGUEZ PEREZ Victor Ouftside-spiker 21/9/1998

- RAMON FERRAGUT Jordi Outside-spiker 9/7/1999 --

VIGIL Alejandro Middle-blocker 11/2/1993

- FERNANDEZ VALCARCEL Jorge (c Middle-blocker 4/5/1989 - -

DE AMO FERNANDEZ-ECHEVARRIA Miquel Angel | Setter 16/9/1985

FORNES Miguel Angel Middle-blocker 6/9/1993

GONZALEZ Juan Manuel Outside-spiker 11/1/1994

FERRANDEZ MOLES Emilio Outside-spiker 3/7/2001

FERRERA Mario Outside-spiker 18/1/1987

Head Coach: MUNOZ BENITEZ Fernando

France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands



Sam Deroo

“As captain of the Belgian Red Dragons, | am very proud to be a part of this
event. We are eager to defend our pride against the European top feams,” says
Sam Deroo. “With our two first games in Brussels, we will take Volleyball of the
highest level fo the European Capital.”

Deroo is confident that Belgium have what it fakes to be successful at EuroVolley.
“Our team consists of players who are part of clubs that perform atf the highest
level on the international stage. Moreover, we can count on our fans to support
us and fake this EuroVolley experience to the next level. Our Federation is doing
everything they can to give them an unforgettable experience and we will try
to do the same, while standing on the court. With Serbia and Germany, we have
two very strong opponents but we will give everything to ensure we can win
those matches.”

EuroVolley is going to stop in Antwerp as well. “After Brussels, we will move to
Antwerp and one of our goals is to play the quarterfinal in the Sportpaleis
venue. That will be one of the highlights for me if we could reach this pointin the
tournament. Our main goal always stays the same, which is fo bring attractive
Volleyball to the crowd and show as a feam what we are capable of,” Deroo
concludes.

All info and tickets:
https://eurovolley.ceveu

#EuroVolleyM
#\WeAreEuroVolley
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Pool C
Slovenia

Belarus - Finland - North Macedonia -
Russia - Slovenia - Turkey

All info and tickets:
https://eurovolley.ceveu

#EuroVolleyM
#\WeAreEuroVolley
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Belarus

Viktar Beksha, who used to play as a middle-blocker before embarking on a coaching career, has been at the helm of Team Belarus
since early 2017. Under his tenure, Belarus have claimed silver from the 2018 and 2019 editions of the European Silver and Golden Leaque,
respectively. This is the first European Championship for Viktar Beksha and he is looking forward to this event.

Belarus achieved their best result in the continental showpiece event when they finished 15th in 2013 at their maiden EuroVolley appearance
when Denmark and Poland co-hosted the European Championship.

“I think this is a big step for my feam to make it to the European Championship Final Round this year. We are preparing for the tournament
and in the Golden Leaque, | fried to see and use some new players. Sadly, some players from our main roster have injuries, but | hope they
will be back in time for EuroVolley,” Beksha said.

France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands
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Head Coach: BEKSHA Viktar

France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands
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Finland have played 17 times in the European Championship and their best achievement so far is the 4th place they claimed in 2007 in
Moscow. After that, Finland played in all subsequent European Championship tournaments placing either 8th or 12th. As for the World
Championship, Finland have made eight appearances at the global showpiece event, with 9th place in 2014 as their best result to this
date. Moreover, Finland played 13 times in the FIVB World Leaque, finishing as high as 7th in 2007. As for the European Leaque, Finland
boast four appearances and a silver medal from the 2005 edition.

Joel Banks, head coach of Finland: “We want to come to the European Championship well prepared physically and mentally. We have
a full squad now since the more experienced players are back with the group that played the European Golden Leaque. The goals are
going to be to perform well in the European Championship and trying to get as high a placing as possible in our pool where Russia are
the clear favourites. Obviously, there is also a link with Tuomas Sammelvuo, previous coach from Finland, coaching now Russia. They have
played well in the VNL this year. After Russia, there will be established teams like Slovenia, which won the FIVB Challenger Cup and will
play next year in VNL. Belarus we know from the same pool in the Golden Leaque, so it is a familiar team to us. Turkey had also a great
performance in the Golden Leaque. North Macedonia is a team against which we will prepare
well. It is an important game for us because it is the opening match in our pool. It is important
that we come to the tournament in the best possible shape. It is going to be an exciting pool
and | hope that we can finish as high as possible to get the best possible place in the knockout
phase. The higher we get in our own pool gives better chances against a feam from another
pool. We are looking forward to the Championship.”

France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands
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Head Coach: BANKS Joel

France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands



North Ma

The North Macedonian national feam will play af the European Championship for the first time in their history. With the success achieved
in the qualifications for CEV EuroVolley 2019, the group could eventually fulfil the wishes of several generations of Volleyball players that
have worn the red and yellow jersey. The current tfeam led by Nikola Gjorgiev finished as runners-up in three consecutive editions of the
European Leaque (2015, 2016 and 2017). In addition to these silver medals, winning bronze in the same competition in 2014 is one of the
major successes of a national team that has not yet participated in major international fournaments such as World Championships or the
Olympics. Hence, the whole country is awaiting with much curiosity and impatience for North Macedonia to make their maiden EuroVolley

appearance.

Nikola Gjoragiev, captain: “I think that the first match of the European Championship for us will be ‘the final before the final’. Finland will
give us some indications about our performance in Ljubljana. As rookies, we need to play without pressure, but we have qualified for the
European Championship and we deserve to be there. We need to be on the European stage more often, to make it more of a routine and
only then we will be able to think about qualifying for the knockout phase. However, | must admit that even now | wish to play in the last
eight, although the opponents are strong. Belarus and Turkey play well, for Slovenia and Russia we should not even discuss about their
quality at all, and we respect Finland, no matter if they went through negative results this summer. The group is tough, but we will fry our

best”

France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands
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Head Coach: MATIJASEVIC Nikola

Belgium, The Netherlands

| France, Slovenia
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Russia

Russia, who have inherited the results of the former Soviet Union, are the most successful feam in EuroVolley history. Since the breakup
of the Soviet Union, Russia claimed EuroVolley gold in 2013 and 2017

Moreover, they are the gold medal winners from the London 2012 Olympics, of the FIVB World Cup in 1999 and 2011, to go with World
Leaque ftitles in 2002, 2011, 2013 and two consecutive VNL crowns won in 2018 and 2019. Russia return to EuroVolley as the defending
champions following their gold medal performance in Krakow two years ago where they beat Germany in the final.

France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands
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Head Coach: SAMMELVUO Tuomas

France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands
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The Slovenian men'’s Volleyball team played their first official match on April 24,1992 and in 2001, the Slovenians made their first EuroVolley
appearance and claimed a respectable twelfth place. Since 2007, Slovenia have participated at all European Championships, but the
historic result came in 2015 in Bulgaria and Italy, where the tfeam coached by Andrea Giani won the first medal — a silver — for the country
at any major intfernational competition. One of the greatest achievements of Slovenian team sport was followed by wins in the FIVB World
League Groups 3 and 2. In 2018, Slovenia achieved another milestone by participating at their first ever FIVB World Championship, where
they finished 12th.

Alberto Giuliani, head coach: “Positive feelings are present from the beginning. We are working well and | believe the players will give
their best to be able to enjoy this great opportunity to play the European Championship in our hall, in front of our supporters and our
nation. | think this is an occasion when one does not have to think, just enjoy and experience it

Tine Urnaut, captain: “The European Championship will be a peak of this generation of
players and Slovenian Volleyball as a whole. We have never hosted such an important
Volleyball competition in Slovenia before. When | look back to my beginnings in the
national team so many years ago, | can see how many important steps forward we have
made until foday, and the EuroVolley in front of our fans and supporters will in some way
be a reward for our hard work during all these years.”

France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands
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Head Coach: GIULIANI Alberto

France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands




The nickname of the Turkish men’s national team is ‘Filenin Efeleri’, aka Braves of Nets. Currently ranked no. 15 in Europe, Turkey competed
af the 1958, 1963, 1967 and 1971 European Championships before a break of 36 years until they celebrated their next appearance in 2007.
Turkey’s best resulf in the continental showpiece event is the 11th place they achieved in the 1963, 2011 and 2017 editions. Turkey just
claimed their first major international title by sweeping aside Belarus 3-0 in the gold medal match of the CEV Volleyball European Golden
Leaque 2019,

Turkey head coach Nedim Ozbey, who has been working with the team since 2008: “We started this season well, especially by winning
the title of the European Golden Leagque. EuroVolley will be a very important event for us. We will face fough opponents but our first and
primary goal is to qualify to the next round from the group stage.”

Turkey setter Arslan Eksi: “We started this season well and | am very happy to be with such brave players and staff. We want to show a
great performance af EuroVolley, just as we did in the European Golden Leaque.”

France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands
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Head Coach: OZBEY Nedim

France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands




Tine Urnaut

Team Slovenia definitely has a busy summer. After qualifying forthe 2020 FIVB Volleyball Nations
League and participating at the Tokyo Volleyball Qualification fournament, Urnaut and his
teammates will get a chance to play at the European Championship in front of their home
crowd for the first time.

The 30-year-old outside hitter, who has spent most of his
international careerin Italy, is one of the most experienced players
in Alberto Giuliani’s squad. In his last season he was a member of
Azimut Leo Shoes MODENA, while he has celebrated his biggest
achievement wearing the national team uniform, when finishing
second at the 2015 CEV European Championship.

He believes that with such good team spirit Slovenia can get really
faratthisyears’ edition as well: “We getalong very well and since we
have spent so much time fogether we have become good friends.
It is important that more experienced players, such as me, try to
maintain a good atmosphere, especially during difficult fimes. We
are here with one goal, which is winning. This is what we strive for
every day. We all want fo achieve a top resulf, but we have to go
step by step and match by match, to get there.”

Urnaut is aware that Slovenia will have to beat some excellent teams
to finish the fournament in the top positions. He relies on the support
from the stands: “Playing on home soil is a great advantage! | hope
that we will play in front of full stands.”

All info and tickets:
https://eurovolley.ceveu

#EuroVolleyM
#\WeAreEuroVolley
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Pool D
The Netherlands

Czech Republic - Estonia - Monteneqro -
Poland - The Netherlands - Ukraine

All info and tickets:
https://eurovolley.ceveu

#EuroVolleyM
#\WeAreEuroVolley
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The Czech Republic is looking to revive the glory days of the team that played as a united Czechoslovakia in the last century.

Although as Czechoslovakia they amassed two gold and four silver medals at the FIVB World Championships in the 1950s and 1960s, and
three gold and four silver medals at the CEV European Championships, the Czech Republic has not been on the podium of any top level
competitions since the breakup with Slovakia (last podium in 1985 European Championship in Netherlands — 2nd place). Their best finish
at the FIVB World Championship was 10th in 2010, though they failed to qualify for the 2014 and 2018 editions.

At the continental level the Czechs’ best finish at the CEV European Championships was 4th in 1999 and 2001. Since 1993, the Czech
Republic only missed the CEV European Championship final round only once, in 2007. Czechoslovakia also took silver at the 1964 Olympic
Games in Tokyo when volleyball made its Olympic debut and followed that with a bronze four years later in Mexico City.

France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands
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Head Coach: NEKOLA Michal

Belgium, The Netherlands

| France, Slovenia



Estonia have claimed the European Golden Leaque title twice — their first friumph came in 2016 and second in 2018. In 2017, Estonia
seized top honours from the FIVB World League Group 3. Earlier this year, the Baltic country hosted the Final Four of the Golden Leaque
and ended the competition in fourth place.

Estonia will be making their fifth appearance at EuroVolley this year. Gheorghe Cretu — the head coach of the national feam — has
received the award for the “Coach of the Year” across all sports (awarded by the National Olympic Committee of Estonia) for two years
in a row — in 2017 and 2018, which is a truly unique achievement for a foreign-born coach.

A fun fact — Kert Toobal, Ardo Kreek and Oliver Venno were already in the team when Estonia made their EuroVolley debut in 2009 in
Turkey and they are still playing for Estonia in 2019.

Kert Toobal, captain of Estonia: “For a small country like Estonia it is always a huge achievement to make it to the European Championship.
This coming tournament will be different, as the format has changed and it is a new situation for all of the players. We have some
experience now from playing the tournament before and our goals have risen with the years. We hope to show our best volleyball and
in order fo do that all main players must be healthy and playing. If we manage to make that happen, we are hoping fo advance from
the group stage and then look forward. This tournament is not just a big thing for the team,
but also for the whole country as we have always thousands of fans who travel to support us.
Moreover, the team we have is a little bit special and it is possible this is our big chance to
achieve something extraordinary. Our players play in strong leagues and these are the golden
years for Estonian Volleyball. We have worked so hard for this fo happen, and the players and
the fans are all expecting something bigger.”

France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands
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Head Coach: CRETU Gheorghe

France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands



Monteneqgro

Qualifying for EuroVolley 2019 Men is the greatest success achieved by the national feam of Montenegro in their still young history. They
previously claimed the European League fitle in 2014 and finished the FIVB World League Group 3 in third place in 2015. Montenegro
have gold medals from the 2011 and 2019 editions of the Games of the Small States of Europe (GSSE) to their name as well.

Veljko Basié¢, head coach: “It is clear that | feel great pleasure and pride in this historic success, primarily because of the Montenegrin
sports fans, who supported us throughout the qualifications, as well as for the people of the Volleyball Federation of Montenegro, who
did everything to help us succeed. Of course, because of my players as well, who did their best to achieve the result that we had set as a
target when | took over the team. The success in these qualifications is also the result of a two-year strateqy, investment and the good
attitude of the Volleyball Federation fowards the players, myself as a coach and the competition as well.”

Vojin Caéié, captain: “Qualifying for EuroVolley is a huge success for us. We deserved it. Maybe
we should have achieved it a few years back already. At EuroVolley, we will fight until the last
breath in every match. Our team never gives up, and | am glad because of that. In that case,
the victories will come as a result. If they do not, we will not complain, because we will do our

best anyway.” France, Slovenia

Belgium, The Netherlands
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Head Coach: BASIC Veljko

Belgium, The Netherlands

| France, Slovenia




Poland

i "

Poland men’s national Volleyball team are the reigning double world champions and, overall, three-time winners of the World Championship
(1974, 2014, 2018) and the 1976 Olympic champions. They are thus members of an elite group, as only two more countries — Brazil and
Italy — can currently boast three gold medals from the World Championship to their names (Russia’s all six titles were won by the former
USSR). The White-and-Reds also have a showcase of other world competition medals including World Championship silver (2006) and
World Cup silver (1965, 2011) and bronze (2015). At the European level, Poland has reached for the crown once, in 2009, came in second
at each of the five editions held between 1975 and 1983 and finished third in 1967 and, most recently, in 2011,

When taking over the team in 2018, Vital Heynen promised to win an Olympic medal. Before
they fight for it, his men first went through the Olympic qualifiers at home in Gdansk and then
prove themselves against the best teams of the continent at the EuroVolley 2019.

France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands
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Head Coach: HEYNEN Vital

France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands



For the third time in history, the Netherlands will host a European Championship. Back in 1985, the team ended in tenth place only, while in
1997 the ‘Lange Mannen’ became champions of Europe following their amazing feat of winning gold in the 1996 Atlanta Olympic Games.
In the two editions previous to that (1993 and 1995) the Dutch lost the final to arch rival Italy. In the run up to the 1992 Barcelona Olympics,
where the ‘Oranjes’ won silver, the team from the Netherlands won a bronze medal twice (1989 and 1991). After the disappointing 2017
edition of EuroVolley, when the Dutchmen did not survive the group stage, the team now coached by Italian Roberto Piazza have set their
eyes on reaching at least the quarterfinals, which will be played in their own country, and more specifically in Apeldoorn.

Gijs Jorna, player of the Netherlands: “We have seen the Dutch women playing in Rotterdam Ahoy in 2015 when they won silver in
EuroVolley at home in front of almost 11,000 people. We are hoping for a magical moment like that. This will be a unique experience for us
and an additional reason for us to pull out all the stops.”

France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands
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Head Coach: PIAZZA Roberto

France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands




Team Ukraine played their first international match on October 24,1992 — beating Estonia 3-0. This will be Ukraine’s fifth appearance in
a European Championship — after finishing sixth in 1993, ninth in 1995, seventh in 1997 and 12th in 2005.

Ukraine are the gold medal winners from the 2017 edition of the European Leaque.

France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands
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Head Coach: KRASTINS Ugis

France, Slovenia
Belgium, The Netherlands



Wouter ter Maat: his way to the top

“To play EuroVolley in your own country, that’s amazing,” says Dufch opposite Wouter ter Maat. In just
five years, he has made the transition from being a part-time truck mechanic to playing Champions
League and becoming champion of Turkey with his feam Fenerbahce. While climbing up the ladder in
club teams, he has been very successful in the national team as well.

In only five years, he has made his way from playing Dutch first
division to the elite Turkish league. In between, he became Dutch
champions with Landstede ZWOLLE, and was the MVP of Belgium
for Gentin 2016. He first played Champions Leaque with the BERLIN
Recycling Volleys, went to PARIS Volley and now he will go for his
second season with Fenerbahce. In the 2019-2020 season, he will
play for Fenerbahce in the elite CEV Champions Leaque.

“Inever played foryouth teams of the Netherlands, but after my first
season with Gent | was asked by then head coach Gido Vermeulen
to train with them.” Vermeulen gave Ter Maat the chance to play
and he was not disappointed. At 2017 EuroVolley in Poland, Ter Maat
was one of the highest scoring players of the ‘Lange Mannen’.

The high point of his career came one year later at the World
Championship in Bulgaria, playing against Olympic champions
Brazil and beating them 3-1. “That’s a match | sometimes replay
for myself,” he admits.

All info and tickets:
https://eurovolley.ceveu

#EuroVolleyM
#\WeAreEuroVolley
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